NOTES FROM MEETING HELD ON 16th November 2011

 at The Old Endowed School, Rodborough.
“Legal and Practical Security of Halls”

PS Adrian Smith, of Stroud and District Police Neighbourhood Team, explained the structure of the team in Glos and how it aimed to engage with the community to prevent problems rather than pick up the pieces afterwards. The PCs get to know the local networks, problem times and problem areas, and try to have a visible presence. They liaise with “Rural Watch” schemes and establish links with neighbourhoods. 

RING  101 / Waterwells , for non-emergency incidents. Always record and retain the incident, the date and your Police Incident number. We were reminded to ALWAYS REPORT problems, challenging behaviour, even supposedly minor ones; the PCs may be able to link with other incidents, and / or prevent problems getting bigger. Take car registration whenever possible.
Funding determines what is possible, but often the damage  far exceeds the value of goods stolen.
Helpful on community buildings to consider; alarm systems, security cameras, active ( or dummy ! ) CCTV cameras,  limited number of named key holders, good lighting ( especially in car parks ) and window locks. Ensure up to date contact name and tel. no. visible for use by emergency services. Oil tanks may be a target……consider never filling more than half full, and aiming security light on it. Don’t leave alcohol visible on the premises. If use anti-crime paint, put up notice saying it’s there ! Possible to stamp  postcode on lead. 
On leaving the building; ensure doors and windows shut and locked ( experience tells PCs this is not always the case ! ) and  alarm ( if present ) set.
In cases of repeated vandalism PC will assist in identifying what  is going on and why. Don’t ignore…keep getting on to the Police !  Look at building design, security, lighting, obvious “hiding” places, any repeating patterns relating to day / time / who is in the hall etc. 
Contact your local community support officer for an assessment of your hall’s security. 

